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aquifer to tap, since this surface water does not
penetrate the rock. Therefore, containing surface
water before it flows away is vital for the region.”
Compounding the situation, the Atlanta Regional
Commission has projected a population increase
of 64.5 percent from 2000-2030, which will only
increase water needs.?

Low Water at Lake Lanier.

Population growth is likely to strain water
delivery infrastructure further.This has been the
case in the city of Atlanta, which supplies water
to some suburban cities like Sandy Springs in
addition to its own residents.” Atlanta is under

a federal court mandate to overhaul its aged
sewer system and to reduce pollution in the
Chattahoochee River. Under Mayor Shirley
Franklin’s stewardship, the city has complied with
this mandate. However, she has done so while
receiving little to no financial assistance from
the state of Georgia or the federal government.
While there is more work to be done, Franklin
cautions that “...the cost is greater than our city

can bear’'®

IGNORING THE ELEPHANT INTHE
ROOM: GEORGIA STATE GOVERNMENT
AND THE WATER ISSUE

The State of Georgia’s short attention span on
water issues has contributed to the current
problem. In 1969, the Atlanta Region Metropoli-
tan Planning Commission (now the Atlanta Re-
gional Commission) identified the potential for
water shortages as the Metro Area’s population
grew. By 1989, the Georgia Water Supply Act
proposed a network of additional reservoirs to
cope with population growth. However, plentiful
rain gave the government a false sense of secu-
rity and deadened the impetus to be proactive.
Only one of the proposed reservoirs was built."!

Almost 20 years later, the low water levels in
Lanier have grabbed lawmakers’ attention. In
summer 2007, the State imposed heavy water
restrictions, and Governor Sonny Perdue set

a mandate to reduce water use by 10 percent.
Agriculture—Georgia’s top revenue genera-
tor—and landscaping businesses were not happy
with the measures, claiming that the restrictions

contributed to $3.15 billion in industry losses.'?

But by spring 2008, the state loosened water
restrictions and the General Assembly passed a
bill that requires any local water authority wish-
ing to tighten its water use regulations to seek
the permission of the Georgia Department of
Environmental Protection, much to the chagrin
of county water officials. Douglas County” Water
Department Executive Director David Frost
contends that this law does not give him and
other water authorities the power to respond
quickly to pressing conditions in their counties.'®

INTERSTATE GRIDLOCK

In addition to delivering water to 2.8 million
residents in the Metro Atlanta area, Lake Lanier
releases water into the Chattahoochee River,
and the River serves a nuclear power plant that
supplies much of Alabama’s electricity and pro-
tects endangered species and the oyster industry
in Florida’s Apalachicola Bay." Given that federal
mandates dictate how much water the Army
Corps of Engineers provides to each state, fed-
eral officials must mediate the dispute between
Georgia,Alabama, and Florida over which is
entitled to how much water.Tension is likely to
continue as the Corps updates its water release
manual, expected to be ready in 201 1.

In the interim, Georgia has entered into a
dispute with Tennessee over water access rights
to the Tennessee River. Due to an 18th century
survey error, Georgia’s border is one mile south
of where it should be, denying the state access
to the Tennessee River’s water. The Georgia
General Assembly passed a resolution requesting
a Border Commission to resolve the dispute to
Georgia’s satisfaction.'® Georgia State Senator
David Shafer, the resolution’s author, claims the
effort is more about winning riparian rights to
the Tennessee River rather than reclaiming lost

* One of the 10 counties in the Atlanta Metro area.
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territory.'”” Be it a land grab or a backdoor ef-
fort to siphon water from the Tennessee River,
the initiative isn’t winning the Georgia govern-
ment friends in the region.

IN SUMMARY

It should be apparent that a regional focus within

and beyond the Metro Atlanta is necessary

to resolve the water shortage crisis affecting
the area. Instead, the stakeholders have yet to
come together to forge a solution that would
likely combine more reservoirs, conservation,
and hopes for more rain.The water shortage
has cost Georgia’s agricultural industry and
landscapers billions of dollars.'® If it continues
unchecked, the costs to Metro Atlanta and the
State of Georgia could very well be higher as
residents and potential residents alike call the

area’s sustainability into question.
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THE HIGHS AND LOWS OF EDUCATION IN METRO ATLANTA

Metro Atlanta’s reputation as a center of higher education is anchored by Georgia State
University and Kennesaw State University, along with the Atlanta University Center, Emory
University, and Georgia Tech. However, the overall poor performance of the Metro Area’s
secondary schools may undercut this educational renaissance.

Rapid university growth has been a boon for
Metro Atlanta. A perfect storm of state educa-
tion investment, an expanding, high-quality appli-
cant pool, and visionary leadership has fueled the
growth of state and private universities, enabling
them to improve their surroundings and stem
brain drain of educated young people from the
region.

HOPE-FUL INVESTMENT YIELDS
MORE STUDENTS

The Helping Outstanding Pupils Education-

ally (HOPE) scholarship, which guarantees free
tuition at Georgia public colleges and universi-
ties to students who maintain a 3.0 GPA, is a
significant factor in Atlanta’s post-secondary
educational renaissance.' Former Governor

Zell Miller pushed for the program’s creation

in 1993 to incentivize promising high school
students to remain in Georgia.The program has
proven effective; four years later, Georgia’s public
college and university enrollment increased by
10 percent.? In fact, HOPE has also attracted
families to the state from neighboring Tennessee
and South Carolina looking to take advantage of
such generous investment.? Former University
of Georgia president Charles Knapp says that
the scholarship underscores the importance of
educational investment to the future of Georgia.*

The program is funded through state lottery
revenue.As lottery sales have grown, HOPE has
expanded to cover families who make $100,000

or more. As of 2007, HOPE has funded the
education of over | million students.’> The schol-
arship has given students an incentive to attend
Georgia’s public universities, while simultane-
ously increasing the quality of students those
institutions educate.

In addition, Georgia Perimeter College’s (GPC)
Transfer Admission Guarantee (TAG) program
assures admission to any 4-year public university
in the state for community college students who
complete 60 semester hours of classes and meet
institutional requirements.® While most Georgia
colleges and universities guarantee admissions to
community college students, GPC’s TAG program
urges first-year students to think about getting
their bachelor’s degree as early as possible.’

This influx of state-assisted freshmen has made
admission to Georgia’s two flagship public
schools—Georgia Tech and the University of
Georgia—very competitive.As a result, for-
mer commuter schools catering to part-time
students like Georgia State and Kennesaw have
become destinations for college-bound high
school students.?

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY:
RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME

When Carl Patton became Georgia State
University’s (GSU) president in 1992, the com-
muter school had a total of 24,101 students, with
most undergraduates attending part-time rather
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than full-time. By 2007, 27,137 students were
enrolled, and 65 percent of undergraduates at-
tended full-time; 36,000 are projected to attend
by 2015.° Leadership, circumstances, and shrewd
decision making drove the growth now making
the University a haven for new students.

Georgia State University.

The 1996 Olympics played a significant role
GSU'’s growth. In fall of that year, the University
took control of the Olympic athlete housing
complex, boarding 2,000 GSU students and
becoming a residential school.' And just a year
earlier, the University made its case to the state
Board of Regents to change its designation from
a regional university to a research university.''
As a result, more federal money streamed into
the GSU in the form of grants and research proj-
ects, and that made expansion possible.'?

Owing to his urban planning background,
Patton’s vision for GSU has been calculated to
bring students downtown and keep them there,
changing the city and the University’s charac-
ter in the process.'* While expanding capacity,
Patton made an effort to re-purpose historical
buildings, which kept building costs low while
preserving the character of downtown.The
showpiece of this policy is the Rialto Theater,
formerly an urban eyesore, now a vibrant arts
center that demonstrated, in Patton’s words, that
Georgia State “... [Was] serious about revital-
izing the city.” This commitment to renewal

has won Patton accolades from Atlanta Mayor
Shirley Franklin, saying he has set an example for
those looking to enhance Atlanta’s success.'

Perhaps Patton’s most visible legacy will be the
$1 billion University expansion largely financed
with private funding and bonds rather than
government dollars. The project will add student
and Greek housing, new business and law school
facilities, and a research park. In addition to ac-
commodating student expansion, the plan will
bring more students downtown to spend money.
Central Atlanta Progress President A.J. Robinson
says the University’s growth will spur residential
and retail development in the area, long a goal
for developers in Atlanta’s Central Business
District.'>

KENNESAW STATE UNIVERSITY:
THE BUSINESS OF GROWTH

Like GSU, Kennesaw State University (KSU)
benefitted from the lottery-fueled rise in college
enrollments statewide as well as leadership from
a transformational president.When Betty Siegel,
the first woman to head a Georgia college, took
the helm of KSU in 1981, the school—then
called Kennesaw College—had 3,500 commuter
students and offered 15 degree programs.As

of Siegel’s retirement in 2005, the University
offered 55 undergraduate and graduate degree
programs for 18,000 students (60 programs for
20,000 students today).'® During Siegel’s |5-year
tenure, the University—located north of Atlanta
in the Cobb County city of Kennesaw—won
national recognition as it grew and attracted
more students.'” In 1994, it received a $| million
donation from cookie magnate Michael J. Coles
to establish the Coles College of Business.'®
During Siegel’s 14 years, the business school has
earned consistent praise from such publications
as Business Week, which currently ranks it in the
top ten for teamwork and e-business.'” By 1996,
KSU won full university status® and in 2002, it
became a residential campus when privately-
funded dormitories were built.2' KSU’s rise cor-
relates with an increase in the college-educated
population of the Kennesaw area—from 6 to 20
percent over 25 years. While the city’s status as
an Atlanta suburb is a main factor, the presence
of a major university, complete with residential
students, is a factor that cannot be ignored in
Kennesaw’s growth.?

By the time Betty Siegel announced her retire-
ment in 2005, Kennesaw State won mention in



U.S. News and World Report college rankings as

a “program to look for;” owing to its efforts to
enhance the freshman experience.”® Like Carl
Patton at GSU, Siegel aggressively expanded her
university, seeking private funds in addition to
public money.

AUC, EMORY,AND TECH:
THE GRAND DAMES OF ATLANTA
HIGHER EDUCTION

GSU and KSU are just two of the post-second-
ary institutions producing the educated leader-
ship in the Metro region; the Atlanta University
Center (AUC), Emory University, and Georgia
Tech have anchored Atlanta’s higher learning
reputation for many years.

The Atlanta University Center—the world’s larg-
est private consortium of historically black col-
leges and universities—consists of Clark Atlanta
University, the Interdenominational Theological
Center, Morehouse College, the Morehouse
School of Medicine, and Spellman College.The
oldest of the schools, Morehouse and Spellman,
were founded just after the Civil War and the
newest, Morehouse School of Medicine, opened
in 1975

These leading universities have always attracted
students to Atlanta from many backgrounds from
all over the country.?® For many years, Clark
Atlanta University was one of few institutions

in segregation-era America to offer graduate
degrees to black students.?® In the early days

of the 20th century, Atlanta University’s faculty
(before it became Clark Atlanta) included W.E.B.
DuBois and many lvy League-educated profes-
sors, enhancing AUC’s appeal as a destination
enabling educational and professional advance-
ment, a tradition that continues to this day.”
Drawing on such an educational tradition, it is
no surprise that many luminaries from the civil
rights movement attended AUC colleges, includ-
ing Ralph Abernathy, Julian Bond, and Martin
Luther King, Jr.?

Emory University began its transformation into
a national research university in 1979, when the
Woodruff family of Coca-Cola fame donated
$105 million to the institution. Their initial dona-
tion, combined with Emory’s partnership with
the world-renowned Carter Center, has helped

raise the university’s profile over the years.”
The suburban university now ranks 17th in

U.S. News and World Report’s college rankings.’®
Emory also attracts a stellar guest faculty that
has included former President Jimmy Carter,
Nobel Prize-winning author Salman Rushdie, and
the Dalai Lama.®

Georgia Tech has also brought attention and
money into the Metro Atlanta area. U.S. News and
World Report ranks Tech the #7 public university
in the country.The college is estimated to bring
$3.9 billion into the state of Georgia annually.*?
Like Georgia State, the Olympics enabled the
school to expand by building up the western

end of campus, improving facilities and enhanc-
ing its reputation as a solid source of engineers,
research, and knowledge.®

The Tech Tower at the Georgia Institute of Technology.

Each of these universities has brought students
and faculty from all over the world to the Atlanta
Metro area, raising the region’s profile and
enhancing its reputation. In turn, this has helped
bring corporations, investment dollars, and more
knowledge workers into the Atlanta area.
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ATLANTA PUBLIC SCHOOLS PHILADELPHIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Budget 666.6 million 2,191.8 million
Student Enrollment (K-12) 49,142 167,128
African American students 86% 62%
Asian students 0.6% 6%
Caucasian students 8% 13%
Hispanic students 4% 17%
Native American .03% 0.2%
Schools 105 281
Free/Reduced Price Meals 76% students eligible 138,000 meals served daily

Atlanta — Philadelphia Public Schools Comparison.

ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY
SCHOOLS: THEWEAKEST LINKS IN
GEORGIA EDUCATION

Despite its rich concentration of public and pri-
vate universities, Georgia’s public school system
does not enjoy a good reputation.According

to Education Week, only 58 percent of Georgia
students graduate on time, compared to the na-
tional average of 71 percent3* In 2007, the state
ranked 46th nationally for SAT scores.® In the
Metro region, only 4 of 14 school systems meet
the Annual Yearly Progress standard of the No
Child Left Behind Act.” Further, Clayton County
Schools lost their accreditation on September |,
rendering students ineligible for HOPE scholar-
ships and likely to face hurdles towards univer-
sity admission in the 2008-2009 academic year.

Efforts to raise educational achievement via high
stakes testing have yielded mixed results. For
2008, the state developed new, more rigorous
math and social studies curricula and adminis-
tered harder versions of the Criterion-Refer-
enced Competency Tests (CRCT) to determine
promotion to the next grade. Only 20-30
percent of sixth and seventh graders passed

the social studies exam, and 38 percent of eight
graders failed the math section.These results,
coupled with the possibility that many students
would not advance to the next grade, prompted
outrage from parents, and teachers felt un-

duly blamed for the low scores.’¢ The Georgia

*  Marietta City Schools and Cherokee, Fayette, and
Rockdale counties all met AYP standards. Buford,
Decatur, and Atlanta City Schools and the Clayton,
Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fulton, Gwinnett, and
Henry counties did not. Individual schools can meet
or exceed AYP standards and still be part of failing
systems.

Superintendent of Schools has thrown out the
social studies scores, and many students who
have failed sections of the CRCT tests have been
allowed to pass to the next grade.”’

If residents of the Atlanta region perceive
Georgia’s schools as unable to prepare their
children for the rigors of a (state-funded) college
education, the Metro area will lose out economi-
cally. Potential residents will not relocate to the
area for jobs, and current residents might opt

to leave the region if they believe education is
substandard.

IN SUMMARY

The Atlanta area has hit the highs and lows of
education. It boasts flagship universities—both
public and private—that attract many bright
students to the region from within and beyond
its borders.The State of Georgia has made a
strategic commitment to post-secondary educa-
tion through its HOPE Scholarship program and
its efforts to encourage community college stu-
dents to transfer to 4-year institutions. However,
Atlanta’s elementary and public schools systems,
while containing excellent individual schools,
fare poorly when measured nationally. If the
region is to continue producing bright college
students, attracting new residents, and sustaining
its economic prosperity, it must address its K-12
deficiencies.
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BUCKHEAD:THE WEIRDEST
NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY
YOU NEVER HEARD

Try as it might, the tony northside enclave of
Buckhead cannot escape its rustic roots. Henry
Irby founded the community when he opened a
tavern/general store at what is now the corner
of West Paces Ferry and Roswell Road in 1837.
Irby Avenue, one block north of this intersection,
bears his name today. The area became known as
Buckhead when Irby, in a fit of frontiersman élan,
killed a large male deer and mounted its stuffed
head on a prominent pole outside his tavern.
This Lord of the Flies-like display made quite an
impression on locals, as they declined to change
the town’s name to the more realtor-friendly
Northside Park in the late 1800s. Despite humble
beginnings, the city of Atlanta annexed Buckhead
in 1952 as it grew into a leafy edge city where
Atlanta’s well-to-do live and shop. Owing to its
bacchanalian roots, the area became known
throughout the 1990s and 2000s for the bars
fronting Peachtree Road. After years of residents’
complaints and increased crime that culminated
in the infamous stabbing incident involving
Baltimore Ravens’ linebacker Ray Lewis in 2000,
the strip was bulldozed to make way for mixed-
use development.
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OPENNESS AND OPPORTUNITY: METRO ATLANTA'’S
CHALLENGING RELATIONSHIPWITH
FOREIGN-BORN RESIDENTS

In 1950, foreign-born residents comprised 2 percent of the Atlanta area’s population. More than
50 years later, approximately 12 percent of Metro Atlanta’s residents were born overseas, with
a 50 percent jump from 2000 to 2005 alone.' The Metro Area’s immigrant population fills jobs
created by the region’s economic boom. But, the immigrant influx has bred resentment among

some residents and elected officials.

Plentiful jobs and affordable housing attract im-
migrants the world over to the Atlanta area.The
new arrivals work in every career field imagin-
able, from business and scientific research to
unskilled labor and construction. Metro Atlanta’s
foreign-born residents contribute an estimated
7 percent to the Atlanta region’s total income,
slightly more than the national average for im-
migrants and a significant contribution to the
local economy.?

FOREIGN BORN PROFESSIONALS:
LEADING SOME OF METRO ATLANTA’S
LARGEST AND MOST INNOVATIVE
INSTITUTIONS

Owing to the presence of major corporations
like Coca-Cola and such research institutions
as Emory University, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC), and Georgia
Tech,Atlanta has attracted many foreign-born
professionals.As a recent issue of Atlanta Maga-
zine notes, three high-profile CEOs of Coca-
Cola have been immigrants: Roberto Goizueta,
Neville Isdell, and Muhtar Kent.> The magazine
points out that Emory University’s extensive
medical programs and the CDC’s research wing
have attracted many foreign-born doctors and
scientists and that Georgia Tech’s engineering,
science, and nanotechnology research programs
have also brought many international researchers
and academics to the Metro Atlanta area.*

While highlighting Atlanta’s international work-
force may seem mundane in the era of globaliza-
tion, it actually speaks volumes about the Metro
Area. It indicates that the region is a sought-after
destination for the professional workforce that
the global economy demands. Success will beget
more success, as more foreign-born profes-
sionals stream into the Atlanta area, seeking the
good fortunes others have found. Metro Atlanta’s
rise as a destination region for immigrants is an
indicator of how its economy is positioned as a
world economic player.

THE 1990S: METRO ATLANTA TRANS-
FORMS INTO AN IMMIGRANT GATEWAY

Nineties-era economic malaise in the western
U.S., coupled with the Olympics-fueled construc-
tion boom and increased demand for unskilled
laborers, attracted immigrants to unskilled labor
jobs in the chicken processing and construction
industries.> Abundant housing has made Atlanta
a desirable spot for charities to resettle refugees
from war-torn countries. The immigrants are an
important labor pool for the agricultural indus-
try, and the construction industry depends on
migrants to help fill its 7,300-worker shortfall.®

While immigrant communities are found all over
the area, two in particular stand out: the Buford
Highway Corridor and Clarkston.
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BUFORD HIGHWAY:THE WORLD ALONG
A 6-LANE HIGHWAY

Fifty miles long and cutting through 10 police
jurisdictions,” Buford Highway is home to im-
migrants from many countries.” It became a
residential/retail corridor when General Motors
opened its Doraville plant in the 1960s.VWhen
GM laid off workers in the ‘80s and ‘90s, new
immigrants—mostly Hispanic and Asian—moved
into the vacated area, looking to profit from the
local economic boom.As a result, the Buford
Corridor has become what Atlanta magazine’s
Bill Warhop calls “the most unique highway in
America’®

The Buford Highway Corridor and the City of Clarkston.

Buford Highway bears the marks of an ethnic
neighborhood: exotic cuisine, retail signs in
foreign languages, advertisements for interna-
tional calling cards, etc. But what makes the
area so unique, says Georgia State Anthropol-
ogy Professor Susan Walcott, is the intermixing
of the groups that call the area home.Walcott
cites a Taiwanese-owned Chinese restaurant
that employs a Chinese wait staff and a Hispanic
kitchen crew as an example of the easy coex-
istence of all communities. Unlike older cities
in the northeast with established ethnic neigh-
borhoods, the boundaries are more fluid along
Buford Highway.’

*  City of Atlanta, DeKalb County, Chamblee, Doraville,
Gwinnett County, Norcross, Duluth, Suwannee,
Buford, and the Georgia State Patrol.

Eclecticism aside, life isn’t always easy along

the Buford Corridor. Being home to many im-
migrants—legal and illegal—many cannot or
will not open bank accounts, so check-cash-
ing businesses line the highway. In turn, they
attract criminals who ambush laborers on
payday, netting as much as $800 cash in a single
robbery. Undocumented victims often do not
report crimes, fearing deportation. And when
immigrants do report crimes, it can be taxing
on police resources. The DeKalb County Police
Department’s 911 Center must contract transla-
tion services out to a third party to handle
emergency calls, which can cost tens of thou-
sands of dollars each month."°

CLARKSTON:THE WORLD’S
SAFE HAVEN

The DeKalb County city of Clarkston, just
outside of Atlanta, has rapidly emerged as an
immigrant community in the past decade.Today,
33-50 percent of the city’s residents are foreign
born. Like Buford Highway, abundant, affordable
housing fueled the immigrant influx. Aid agencies
contracted to resettle refugees took advantage
of the circumstances, and new foreign-born
residents moved into Clarkston throughout the
1990s."

Immigration’s impact on Clarkston is read-

ily apparent. Clarkston High School’s students
come from over 50 countries.A mosque, Hindu
temple, and churches for Vietnamese, Sudanese,
and Liberian Christians dot the cityscape while
Ethiopian and Eritrean restaurants line local
shopping centers.'?

However, tensions exist between longtime
residents and the new arrivals.At a 2003 town
meeting, the first question submitted was “What
can we do to keep the refugees from coming to
Clarkston?” In 2006, Clarkston’s mayor bowed
to residential pressure and prohibited soccer
practice—the immigrants’ sport of choice—in
the city’s main park."* There have been efforts to
alleviate hostility by the local Southern Baptist
church. It has opened its doors to the immi-
grant community, allowing Ethiopian, Sudanese,
Liberian, and French West African Christians

to hold services in its facility.'"* The Clarkston
experience is a microcosm of the immigration



phenomenon across Metro Atlanta, where ten-
sions and resident ire bring elected officials into
the fray.

THE OTHER SIDE OF PARADISE:
TENSION INTHE METRO AREA

Responding to constituents’ concerns, Metro
Atlanta governments have passed ordinances
aimed at curbing immigrant population growth.
In 2007, Cobb County imposed a limit on the
number of unrelated persons able to live in a
single dwelling; critics claim this unfairly targets
Hispanic residents.'* The previous year, Chero-
kee County passed an ordinance prohibiting
landlords from knowingly renting to illegal aliens;
however, enforcement is on hold pending the
outcome of several court cases.'®

The Georgia General Assembly also has jumped
into the immigration debate with legislation.
Senate Bill 529, which went into effect in July
2007, has been called one of the nation’s tough-
est immigration laws.!” The Georgia Security and
Immigration Compliance Act requires firms with
public contracts to verify the immigration status
of all employees and directs all law enforce-
ment agencies to determine the legal status of
those arrested for felonies, remanding illegals to
the custody of the Department of Homeland
Security.'® Senate Bill 38 of 2007 requires a valid
Georgia driver’s license, which many visa-less
immigrants lack, to register cars.'?

The desire to crack down on immigrants is not
universal. Georgia’s agriculture industry fears the
tough legislation and local ordinances will drive
away the migrant laborers it depends on.’ The
local construction industry depends on Hispanic
migrants to help fill its 7,300-worker shortfall.?'

Some regional governments are not bending
over backwards to enforce Georgia’s new im-
migration laws aggressively. Fulton County will
accept out-of-state or foreign driver’s licenses to
register vehicles. In neighboring DeKalb, immi-
grants without licenses can register themselves
as corporations to get tags, since corporate
entities do not need driver’s licenses to register
vehicles. The Seguros America insurance compa-
ny’s Buford Highway office (in DeKalb County)
charges $365 to file incorporation paperwork
for immigrants looking to register their cars.2

IN SUMMARY

Metro Atlanta’s foreign-born residents staff the
jobs created by the economic boom, spend
money in the region, and add diversity to a
fast-changing area. Immigrants fill all levels of
jobs in Atlanta. CEOs, researchers, doctors, and
academics in the Metro Area come from all

over the world. Immigrants also staff jobs in the
construction and agricultural industries, closing
workforce shortfalls and making these industries
successful for the Atlanta region. However, the
influx of low-skilled laborers has also brought
tension, crime, and a government backlash result-
ing in tighter immigration laws. Businesses and
some governments challenge the get-tough senti-
ment by stressing the need for more immigrant
workers and undertaking creative enforcement
of state laws. The debate continues as immi-

grants become interwoven into the economic

and social fabric of the Atlanta Metropolitan area.
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Resurgens translates from Latin to mean “rising again.”

ATLANTA'’S CITY SEAL:THE
PHOENIX

The city issued its first charter in 1847 and was
burned by General Sherman of the Union Army
in 1865.The fires inspired the creation of Atlanta’s
distinctive city seal.

In ancient Greek mythology, the phoenix was
a mythical bird representing the sun. When the
bird grew old, it constructed a funeral pyre and
burned itself to ashes. Out of the remains, a
new, resplendent bird would rise. The phoenix
represents Atlanta’s recovery from the Civil War’s
destruction.At the peak of New South boosterism
in 1887, Atlanta incorporated the phoenix into its
new city seal.
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ATLANTA GLOSSARY

Allen, Jr., Ivan: Mayor of Atlanta (1962-1970).
Businessman and civic leader, member of one of
Atlanta’s most prominent families. As mayor, he
presided over desegregation efforts in the city,
helping to smooth tensions. He died in 2003."

Atlanta Journal-Constitution: Atlanta’s major
newspaper.The hyphenated name comes from
the merger of the Atlanta Journal, an afternoon
paper, and the Atlanta Constitution, a morning
paper. It is commonly referred to as

the “AJC”

Atlanta Regional Commission (ARC): It

is the regional planning commission for the 10-
county Metro Area, which includes Cherokee,
Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb, Douglas, Fayette, Fulton,
Gwinnett, Henry, and Rockdale Counties plus
the city of Atlanta.?

Atlanta University Center (AUC): The larg-
est consortium of Historically Black Colleges and
Universities in the United States.The center con-
sists of Clark Atlanta University, the Interdenom-
inational Theological Center, Morehouse College,
the Morehouse School of Medicine, and Spellman
College.The oldest of the schools, Morehouse
and Spellman, were founded just after the Civil
War and the most recent, Morehouse School of
Medicine, opened in 19753

Beltline: A proposed 22-mile loop of trails, light
rail, and mixed-use development on old railroad
routes that would encircle Central Atlanta and
connect to existing transit infrastructure, broad-
ening its reach.*

Blank, Arthur: The co-founder of Home Depot
and current owner and CEO of the Atlanta
Falcons and Georgia Force.?

Buckhead: The northernmost community in
the city of Atlanta. It’'s bordered by the city line
on its north and east, I-75 to the west, and the
1-75/85 split to the south.® The area is known for
fine dining, shopping, and many upscale homes,
including the Governor’s Mansion.

Buford Highway Corridor: Stretching from
the city of Atlanta to Buford, GA, the corridor
is 2 magnet for immigrants. Some Hispanic resi-
dents refer to it as “La Buford.”

CNN Center: Formerly Tom Cousin’s Omni
complex, it is the headquarters of the CNN. It
is located adjacent to Centennial Olympic Park,
Philips Arena, and the World Congress Center.

Campbell, Bill: Mayor of Atlanta (1994-2002).
Campbell is currently incarcerated in federal
prison in Miami, FL for a 2006 conviction for tax
evasion.

Carter Center: A partner of Emory University,
the Carter Center is an organization dedicated
to advancing human rights worldwide. Founded
by former President Jimmy Carter, it is located in
Atlanta, east of the Downtown Connector.”

Centennial Park: Built as a gathering place for
the 1996 Summer Olympic Games, it is now a
city park near the CNN Center and the World
Congress Center.®

Cobb Community Transit (CCT): The bus
system serving Cobb County. Riders can inter-
change with MARTA and GRTA.?

Correll, Pete: The former Chair and CEO of
Georgia-Pacific, Correll currently serves as the
Chair of Atlanta Equity, a private equity firm.'°
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Cousins, Tom: He is the founder and former
board chair of Cousins Properties, an Atlanta-
based developer. Cousins is currently Chairman
Emeritus of the company.'!

Downtown Atlanta: The central hub of the
city of Atlanta. It is bordered by North Avenue
to the north, Turner Field on the south, Boule-
vard on the east, and Northside Drive on the
west. The Central Business District, Sweet Au-
burn, Underground Atlanta, and the Fairlie-Poplar
district are all found in the area.'?

Downtown Connector: The stretch of in-
terstate passing through Central Atlanta where
Interstates 75 and 85 merge.Also known as
“75/85”

Emory University: Located in the eastern
Atlanta suburbs, this research university is
well-regarded nationally. It is referred to as the
“Harvard of the South” by many alumni.

Fairlie-Poplar District: An area within down-
town that is home to Georgia State University,
historical buildings, and many restaurants.

Franklin, Shirley: Mayor of Atlanta (2003-Pres-
ent).A Philadelphia native, Franklin was the City
Manager for Mayor Andrew Young and Executive
Operations Manager for Maynard Jackson’s third
administration.'?

Georgia Dome: Near Centennial Olympic Park,
this arena hosts the Atlanta Falcons, college sports
tournaments, concerts, and other events. It is part
of the Georgia World Congress Center.'*

Georgia Highway 400: A north/south express-
way that runs from Buckhead to Dawsonville in
north GA. It connects the north Fulton suburbs
of Sandy Springs, Roswell, Alpharetta, Milton, and
Johns Creek to the city of Atlanta. It is the only
toll road in the Atlanta area. Famous for reck-
less speeders, Atlantans have christened it “the
Autobahn.”

Georgia Institute of Technology (GA Tech):
A premier research university located in Mid-
town Atlanta. It is consistently ranked one of the
best public universities in the U.S.

Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority (GRTA): This is the state-run transit
system that operates the Xpress bus service
across the Metro Atlanta area.'®

Georgia State University (GSU): A research
university located in downtown Atlanta.

Georgia World Congress Center: This is a
large convention facility located west of Centen-
nial Olympic Park. It is one of the largest conven-
tion centers in the United States.'

Grady Memorial Hospital: A major hospital
in the city of Atlanta. Named for “New South”
booster and Atlanta Constitution editor Henry
Grady, it is the only level one trauma center in
the region.”

Gwinnett County Transit (GCT): A bus
system serving Gwinnett County. Riders can
interchange with MARTA and GRTA.'®

Hartsfield, William B.: Mayor of Atlanta
(1937-41, 1942-61).The longest-serving mayor in
Atlanta history, Hartsfield is credited with mak-
ing Atlanta an aviation hub. He died in 1971."

1-20: The east/west interstate highway that runs
through the center of Atlanta. It connects Cobb
and Douglas Counties in the west and DeKalb
and Rockdale Counties in the east to the city of
Atlanta.

1-285: The beltway that encircles the city of At-
lanta. Locally, it is referred to as “the perimeter.”

I-75: A major north/south interstate that runs
through the center of Atlanta. It connects the
Cobb and Cherokee County suburbs in the



north and the Clayton and Henry County sub-
urbs in the south to Atlanta. Through Downtown
Atlanta, it merges with -85 to form the Down-
town Connector.

1-85: A major north/south interstate that runs
through the center of Atlanta. It connects the
DeKalb and Gwinnett County suburbs in the
north and the south Fulton County suburbs to
Atlanta. Through Downtown Atlanta, it merges
with |-75 to form the Downtown Connector.

Inside the Perimeter (ITP): This term refers
to the areas within the [-285 perimeter encircl-
ing Atlanta. It is commonly used as a euphemism
for the city of Atlanta and/or more upscale resi-
dences. It can also be used as a term of derision
referring to in-town residents.

Jackson, Maynard: Mayor of Atlanta (1974-
1982, 1990-1994). Jackson was the first black
mayor of a major American city and instrumental
in expanding Atlanta’s airport, which bears his
name today (Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Interna-
tional Airport). He died in 2003.°

Kennesaw State University: A regional
university located in the Cobb County city of
Kennesaw.

King Jr., Martin Luther: An Atlanta native,
King was the co-pastor of Ebenezer Bap-

tist Church with his father. A luminary of the
civil rights movement, King was assassinated in
1968.2!

Marcus, Bernie: Marcus is the cofounder of
Home Depot and the man who funded the
Georgia Aquarium.?

Massell, Sam: Mayor of Atlanta (1970-1974).
Massell is now president of the Buckhead Hom-
eowners’ Association.?

Metropolitan Atlanta Rapid Transportation
Authority (MARTA): This is the transit system
serving the city of Atlanta, Fulton, and DeKalb
counties.

Atlanta Glossary

Metro Atlanta: Otherwise known at the 10-
County Metropolitan Area, Metro Atlanta gener-
ally includes Cherokee, Clayton, Cobb, DeKalb,
Douglas, Fayette, Fulton, Gwinnett, Henry, and
Rockdale Counties as well as the City of Atlanta.

Midtown: Sandwiched between Downtown and
Buckhead, Midtown is bordered by the I-75/85
split on the north, Ralph McGill Boulevard to

the south, Monroe Drive to the east,and Howell
Mill Road to the west. The Woodruff Arts Center,
Piedmont Park, Georgia Institute of Technology,
Fox Theater, High Museum of Art, many local
restaurants, and the W Hotel are in this area.?*

Outside the Perimeter (OTP): This term
refers to suburban areas that lie beyond the I-
285 perimeter. The term can sometimes be used
derisively.

Payne, Billy: A former Atlanta real estate law-

yer, Payne was instrumental in lobbying the Inter-
national Olympic Committee to select Atlanta as
the site for the 1996 Summer Olympics.”®> He is
now the head of the Augusta National Golf Club.

Peachtree: The most ubiquitous street name

in the Atlanta area. Peachtree Street is the main
north/south thoroughfare through Atlanta. West
Peachtree Street, several blocks west, was long
considered the dividing line between west and
central Atlanta before the downtown connector
was built. Some think the name derives from a
large peach tree that grew at an army fort in the
area. Others speculate it is a corruption of “pitch
tree,” which is what American Indians in the area
called the pine trees that used to stand in the
area.?

Perdue, Sonny: Governor of Georgia (2003-
Present). Perdue is the first Republican to be
elected governor since Reconstruction.”

Philips Arena: Adjacent to the World Congress
Center and CNN Center on Centennial Olym-
pic Drive, Philips Arena hosts the Atlanta Hawks
and Atlanta Thrashers.?
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Turner Field: Home of the Atlanta Braves. It
was constructed for the 1996 Summer Olympic

Games and converted into a baseball stadium

afterwards.

Williams, Sam: Williams is president of the

Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce and the

former head of Central Atlanta Commerce.?

Woodruff, Robert W.: The president of Coca
Cola from 1923-1955,Woodruff was well-known
as a philanthropist in the city of Atlanta. He died
in 1985.3 The Woodruff Arts Center bears his
name.

Young, Andrew: Mayor of Atlanta (1983-1990).
A former UN Ambassador during the Carter
administration,Young is currently the chair of

consulting firm GoodWorks International.?'
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SPEAKERS

Michael D.Alexander
Chief, Research Division,

Atlanta Regional Commission

9/26, Looking Toward the Future: Planning
for Metro Atlanta’s Changing Demographics

Michael Alexander joined the Atlanta Regional Commission
(ARC) in 2001 and has been the Chief of the Research Division
since 2006. Prior to joining the Atlanta Regional Commission
staff, Mike worked in Alabama, South Carolina, and Georgia in
local government planning specializing in growth and develop-
ment issues.Alexander, originally from South Carolina, attended
Auburn University where he received a dual master’s degree in
Public Administration and Community Planning.

As Chief of the Research Division, Alexander manages the
annual development of estimates of population and employ-
ment for the ARC planning area. He also is responsible for the
development of long-range forecasts of growth for the region
as well as the ARC’s Geographic Information Systems efforts.
Mike has been working on numerous planning efforts for the
ARC including the ARC’s latest planning process called Envi-
sion6, which began in 2005.

Ray C.Anderson

Founder & Chairman, Interface, Inc.

9/24, Keynote Address

An honors graduate of Georgia Institute of Technology,
Anderson learned the carpet trade through 14-plus years at
various positions at Deering-Milliken and Callaway Mills, and in
1973, set about founding a company to produce the first free-
lay carpet tiles in America. Today, he commands the world’s
largest producer of commercial floor coverings. Interface has
diversified and globalized its businesses, with sales in 110 coun-
tries and manufacturing facilities on four continents.

In 1997, Anderson described his vision for his company,
then nearly a quarter-century old, that stands true today:“If
we're successful, we’ll spend the rest of our days harvesting yes-
ter-year’s carpets and other petro chemically derived products
and recycling them into new materials and converting sunlight
into energy with zero scrap going to the landfill and zero emis-
sions into the ecosystem.And we’'ll be doing well ... very well ...
by doing good.That’s the vision.”
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The once captain of industry has eschewed a luxury car
for a Prius, built an off-the-grid home, authored a book chroni-
cling his journey, Mid-Course Correction, and become an unlikely
screen hero in the 2004 Canadian documentary,“The Corpo-
ration” and Leonardo DiCaprio’s “The | Ith Hour” Anderson
is a master commentator on the Sundance Channel’s series,
“Big Ideas for a Small Planet,” and was named one of TIME
magazine’s Heroes of the Environment in 2007, with a similar
honor from Elle magazine that year. He’s a sought after speaker
and advisor on all issues eco, including a stint as co-chair of
the President’s Council on Sustainable Development during
President Clinton’s administration.

Ed Baker
Publisher, Atlanta Business Chronicle

9/24,The Atlanta Way

Ed Baker has been Publisher of the Atlanta Business
Chronicle for 22 years, one of the country’s largest business
journals with over 180,000 readers each week. In addition
to his local responsibilities, Baker is also Publisher of Sporting
News, the nation’s first sports weekly magazine, with over 4
million readers. He serves on the boards of the Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce, the Atlanta Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau, the Atlanta Business League, Leadership Atlanta,
Junior Achievement, Public Broadcasting Atlanta, Georgia State
University’s Robinson College of Business, and the American
Marketing Association.

Joseph R. Bankoff
President & CEO, Woodruff Arts Center

9/25, High Museum of Art tour

Joseph R. Bankoff joined the Woodruff Arts Center in
September 2006 as president and CEO. He has been an active
part of the Atlanta arts community for many years. He worked
to raise funds for Atlanta Arts Alliance (original name of the
Woodruff Arts Center) and the 1983 expansion of the High
Museum. He is a charter member of the High and long-time
subscriber to the Alliance Theatre. He joined the Atlanta Sym-
phony Orchestra’s Board of Directors in 1996 after arranging
for the ASO to perform at the Olympics Games Opening and
Closing ceremonies.
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As vice-chair of the ASO Board, Bankoff participated in
long-range planning and chaired the search committee that
pioneered a creative partnership approach that attracted Rob-
ert Spano and Donald Runnicles to Atlanta. He also chaired the
Regional Arts Task Force for the Metro Atlanta Chamber of
Commerce and was involved in the formation of the Metro-
politan Atlanta Arts and Culture Coalition.

Before joining the Woodruff, Bankoff was a senior partner
of one of Atlanta’s largest and most prestigious law firms, King
& Spalding. He is an experienced trial lawyer with more than
25 years experience in various technology and communication
disputes and contracts. Bankoff has wide litigation experience
in patent, copyright, trade secret, media, and technology-related
matters.

Roy E. Barnes
Attorney, The Barnes Law Group

Former Governor, State of Georgia

9/24, Governing in Metro Atlanta

Described as a “lawyer’s lawyer” and recognized by the
American College of Trial Lawyers as one of the top trial at-
torneys in the nation, Roy E. Barnes knew from a young age
what profession he wanted to pursue. His love of law and his
commitment to serving others have never wavered.

Barnes has been a public servant nearly as long as he has
been a lawyer. At age 26, he was elected the youngest member
of the Georgia State Senate. He went on to serve a total of
eight terms and was a member of the Appropriations, Rules,
and Transportation committees. In addition, he was Chairman
of the Select Committee on Constitutional Revision, which
rewrote the state’s constitution as well as Chairman of the
powerful Judiciary Committee. He also served as a floor leader
to Governor Joe Frank Harris from 1983 to 1989.After an
unsuccessful bid for the Governor’s Office in 1990, Barnes
was elected to the State House of Representatives, where he
served for six years and was Vice Chairman of the Judiciary
Committee and Chair of the Subcommittee on General Law.

In 1998, Barnes was elected to serve as the 80th Gover-
nor of the State of Georgia. During his term, he concentrated
on education reform, health care reform, and remedies for
urban growth and sprawl. He created the Georgia Cancer Co-
alition and served as Chair of the Southern Regional Education
Board, the Southern Governors’ Association, and the Education
Commission of the States.

Brandon Beach

President & CEOQO, Greater North Fulton
Chamber of Commerce

Executive Director, North Fulton

Community Improvement District

9/25, Planes, Trains & Automobiles:
Getting Around in Metro Atlanta

A resident of Alpharetta, Brandon Beach holds an under-
graduate degree from Louisiana State University and an MBA
from Centenary College. In addition to his duties as Chamber
president, Beach is involved in a number of civic organizations
in the region, including the Georgia Regional Transportation
Authority Board, the Grady Hospital Board of Visitors, and the
Regional Business Coalition Board.

Thomas D. Bell, Jr.
Chairman, President & CEQO,

Cousins Properties

9/26, Looking Toward the Future:
Planning for Metro Atlanta’s Changing
Demographics

Thomas D. Bell, Jr. was named Vice Chairman of the Board
and Chairman of the Executive Committee in January 2001 and
was subsequently elected President and Chief Executive Officer
by the Board of Directors in January 2002 at Cousins Proper-
ties. Bell assumed the role of Chairman of the Board upon the
retirement of Chairman and Founder Tom Cousins in December
2006. Prior to joining Cousins, Bell spent 10 years at Young &
Rubicam Inc., retiring as Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
when it merged with WPP. Before becoming Chairman of Young
& Rubicam Inc., he served as Chairman and CEO of Young & Ru-
bicam Advertising and as CEO of Burson-Marsteller and Young &
Rubicam’s Diversified Communications Group.

He is a member of the boards of Emory Healthcare, Regal
Entertainment Group, AGL Resources Inc., the Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce, and the US Chamber of Commerce.
Bell served as the 2005 Chairman for the Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce and also served as Chairman of the
Chamber’s Quality Growth Task Force.

During the Reagan administration, Bell chaired the Com-
mittee on the Next Agenda, which focused on prioritizing
issues for President Reagan’s second term. He also chaired the
Workforce 2000 Advisory Committee for the US Secretary of
Labor. Early in his career, Bell served as Chief of Staff for for-
mer US Senator William Brock (R-Tenn). He previously served
as Vice Chairman of Gulfstream Aerospace Corporation,



Executive Vice President of Ball Corporation, President and
Chief Executive Officer of the Hudson Institute, and Chairman
of the Board for the Center for Naval Analysis.

Hope Boldon
Executive Director, The Integral Youth &
Family Project in Atlanta

9/25, Mixed-Income and Multi-Use
Redevelopment

Hope Boldon has been the Executive Director of The In-
tegral Youth & Family Project in Atlanta, since 2001. Over seven
years ago, in conjunction with the Atlanta Housing Authority
(AHA), she designed and began the implementation of the
model for the social and economic transformation of families,
which today serves over 20,000 families in AHA communi-
ties. In the early 90s, she served briefly as the AHA’s Director
of Resident Programs. Prior to that, Hope worked for many
years in the field of developmental economics in the Carib-
bean and after marrying that discipline with that of Human
and Organizational Development, moved to Atlanta where she
developed a consultancy focusing on economic development.
Later, she expanded to implementing transformational resident
programs for Hope VI communities in a number of US cities.
Her consulting practice also included an exciting opportunity
to design and implement training for volunteers for the 1996
Atlanta Olympics

Hope has also designed and taught college courses/pro-
grams in a number of areas including Organizational Develop-
ment, Communication, and Organizational Ethics, for Colleges
in Atlanta, and Ohio. She is a frequent guest lecturer at Georgia
State University on issues related to community and human
transformation. One Through the Georgia Bar Association, she
helps to prepare young men for returning to productive life
after their incarceration.

Hope Boldon holds a BA in Economics from Concordia
University in Montreal, Canada, and a MS in Human Resource
Development from Georgia State University in Atlanta. She
also earned a Certificate in Project Management from the
University of the West Indies.
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Bill Bolling
Founder & Executive Director,

Atlanta Community Food Bank

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:An Insider’s
View of Metro Atlanta

Bill Bolling is the founder of the Atlanta Community Food
Bank and has served as its executive director since 1979. He
oversees the distribution of more than 20 million pounds of
good but unmarketable food each year through 800 local and
regional nonprofit organizations that feed the hungry. He is a
frequent speaker on topics related to hunger, poverty, region-
alism, affordable housing, and public policy reform. His skills
in bridging various public sectors have made him a leader in
strengthening the community to serve those most in need.
Prior to his association with the Food Bank, he served as Di-
rector of Community Ministries for St. Luke’s Episcopal Church
in Atlanta.

Bolling is a charter member of the Board of Directors of
America’s Second Harvest - The Nation’s Food Bank Network.
He currently serves on the Regional Commission on Home-
lessness, the Nonprofit Advisory Committee of the Andrew
Young School at Georgia State University, and the Advisory
Boards of TechBridge and Hands on Atlanta. He is founder of
the Atlanta Housing Forum, begun in 1988, and continues to
serve as moderator of the Regional Housing Forum. He is past
chair of the Board of the Regional Leadership Forum and the
State of Georgia Housing Trust Fund Commission.

Lisa M. Borders
President, Atlanta City Council

9/24, Governing in Metro Atlanta

Lisa M. Borders serves as President of the Atlanta City
Council, having been elected in a citywide special election on
August 10,2004. She was re-elected by an overwhelming margin
in 2005’s normal citywide election cycle. Her duties include
presiding over Council meetings, appointing committee chairs
and participants for Council, and maintaining relationships with
the Executive branch of government. Her community initiatives
include increasing the availability of affordable housing, uncover-
ing transportation solutions to address the region’s traffic chal-
lenges, and promoting neighborhood safety and preservation.
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Borders is also CEO of LMB LLC, a consulting company ad-
vising clients on community reinvestment, external affairs, mar-
keting, and communications. Previously, she served as a Senior
Vice President of Marketing and External Affairs with Cousins
Properties. Prior to joining Cousins, Lisa worked in the health
care arena for more than |5 years. She served as the Chief
Administrator for Atlanta Women'’s Specialists and also served as
Vice President of Operations for Healthcap Atlanta.

C. Michael Cassidy
President & CEO,

Georgia Research Alliance

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:Attracting
Research Talent, Commercializing
Technology, and Supporting Entrepreneurs

Before joining the Georgia Research Alliance in 1993, Mi-
chael Cassidy managed the Advanced Technology Development
Center, Georgia’s technology incubator. Prior to that, he worked
for the IBM Corporation where he held various staff and
management assignments. Mr. Cassidy holds a Master’s degree
in Technology and Science Policy from the Georgia Institute of
Technology and a BBA degree in Marketing from Georgia State
University. Cassidy serves on the Board of Directors of the State
Science and Technology Institute, Oak Ridge Associated Universi-
ties, the Council of Biotechnology Centers, the Georgia Cancer
Coalition, Georgia Advanced Technology Ventures, the Georgia
Chamber of Commerce, and the Technology Association of
Georgia and is a member of the Regional Panel of Experts of the
US Council on Competitiveness.

Kevin Clark
COO, Georgia Department of
Transportation

9/25, Planes, Trains & Automobiles: Getting
Around in Metro Atlanta

Kevin Clark recently joined the Department of Trans-
portation as Chief Operating Officer. Mr. Clark previously
served as the Interim State Properties Officer heading the
State Properties Commission, the Georgia Building Authority,
and the Georgia State Financing and Investment Commission
Construction Division. In addition, he served as the Execu-
tive Secretary for the Georgia State Financing and Investment
Commission and as a member of various boards for the State
Properties Commission and the Georgia Building Authority.

In 2003, Mr. Clark was hired as Director of Special
Projects at the Georgia State Financing and Investment Com-
mission Construction Division where he served as a project
manager. Over the course of his career, Mr. Clark has contrib-
uted to and participated in the success of the construction
of some of the largest projects in the State of Georgia.These
projects include the Georgia Dome, Philips Arena, Centennial
Olympic Park, and the recent expansion of the Georgia World
Congress Center.

Dan Corso
Vice President, Marketing,

Atlanta Sports Council

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:
Economy Impact of Sports

Joining the Atlanta Sports Council staff in 1999, Corso’s
responsibilities include the oversight and management of
all sales, marketing and branding initiatives, event bids, and
program development for the organization.With more than
|5 years’ experience in sports marketing, Corso joined the
Atlanta Sports Council after serving as Vice Chair, Festival Divi-
sion, for the 1998 Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl.

Lisa Cremin
Founding Director, Metropolitan Atlanta
Arts Fund

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:Arts, Culture,
and Economic Development

Lisa Cremin is the Director of the Metropolitan At-
lanta Arts Fund. She also serves as a program officer at The
Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta and oversees
all programs in the area of arts and culture. Under Cremin’s
leadership, the Arts Fund has awarded more than $4.1 mil-
lion to sixty-some metro arts organizations, created the Arts
Stabilization Toolbox program with the Georgia Center for
Nonprofits, and developed the Arts Loan Fund, a program
which uses the Arts Fund’s endowment as loan capital. Cremin
has made it a priority for the Arts Fund to be the knowledge
leader about the arts in the metro area, and to be a convener
of individuals, government entities, corporations, and founda-
tions around issues of supporting, stabilizing and strengthening
arts organizations.



Prior to the Arts Fund, she operated Lisa Cremin & As-
sociates, a New York-based consulting firm, directing a variety of
entrepreneurial programs and partnerships with both for-profit
and nonprofit entities, producing major museum exhibition
programs, developing private and public visual art collections,
developing philanthropic initiatives with a range of partners, and
creating programs that used the arts to promote social change.

Andrew Feiler

President, Metro Developers, Inc.

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:An Insider’s
View of Metro Atlanta

Andrew Feiler is President of Metro Developers, Inc., a re-
tail and mixed-use development and management firm with op-
erations in Savannah and Atlanta. Feiler is the third generation
of his family to be active in this enterprise. Having grown up in
Savannah, Georgia, and having lived in Philadelphia, Washington,
New York, Oxford, San Francisco, and Boston, Feiler has a long
standing interest in and commitment to socially responsible ur-
ban planning and the principles of New Urbanist development.

Feiler worked for a number of years, first in Boston and
then Atlanta, with The Boston Consulting Group. He also
worked in strategic planning for an investment bank holding
company in New York and in defense policy on Capitol Hill.
For several years he taught a course on management consult-
ing skills for MBA students at Emory University’s Goizueta
Business School. A community service entrepreneur, Feiler
has led the creation of over a dozen community initiatives
including Community Consulting Teams, a multi-city volunteer
organization that brings the talents of MBA alumni to bear
on the management problems of nonprofit organizations. He
is the board chair of the Civic League for Regional Atlanta, an
organization dedicated to engaging citizens in public policy
dialogue and action.
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Shirley Franklin
Mayor, City of Atlanta

9/25, Luncheon Guest Speaker

In 2001 the people of Atlanta elected Shirley Franklin,

a first time candidate for public office, to serve as the 58th
Mayor of the City of Atlanta. She also became the first female
mayor and the first African American woman to serve as
mayor of a major southern city. Since her inauguration in 2002,
Mayor Franklin has worked to build a “Best in Class” man-
aged city by strengthening existing frameworks, implementing
progressive changes, and making the tough decisions necessary
to make Atlanta better. She returned accountability to city
government, worked to increase effectiveness and efficiency

in government operations, and to strengthen private and
nonprofit partnerships in the city and metropolitan Atlanta
region. The Administration is continuing to improve financial
and budget management practices as part of the reform plans
initiated five years ago.

Mayor Franklin is currently one of the co-chairs of the
2008 National Democratic Convention; she is also the former
Treasurer of the Democratic Party of Georgia and former
president for the Conference National Democratic Mayors.
She has held leadership roles in the US Conference of Mayors
as the chair of the Women’s Caucus, co-chair of the Tourism
Task Force,and a member of the Environmental Committee.
She was the first Atlanta mayor to serve as president of the
Georgia Municipal Association, which is the only state organiza-
tion that represents the 502 local governments in Georgia and
is a founding member of the Metro Atlanta Mayors Association,
an alliance of 65 mayors in the metropolitan Atlanta area.

Michael A. Gerber
President, Atlanta Regional Council for
Higher Education

9/25, Leveraging Higher Education for
Economic Prosperity

9/25, Dine-Around Guest: Attracting
Research Talent, Commercializing
Technology, and Supporting Entrepreneurs

Michael A. Gerber has served as president of the Atlanta
Regional Council for Higher Education since 1998. Prior to
joining ARCHE, Gerber served for eight years as president
of the Connecticut Conference of Independent Colleges, an
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organization which represents private colleges and universities.
As part of his responsibilities with the Connecticut college
group, Gerber held the position of executive director of the
Connecticut Higher Education Supplemental Loan Author-

ity, a quasi-state agency that makes loans to college students
and their parents. He also was responsible for creation of the
Connecticut Independent College and University Institute for
Research and Public Service and served as a gubernatorial
appointee on the New England Board of Higher Education.
Gerber began his career by serving for | | years as vice presi-
dent of the Maryland Association of Independent Colleges and
Universities.

Renée Lewis Glover
President & CEQ,
Atlanta Housing Authority

9/25, Mixed-Income and Multi-Use
Redevelopment in Atlanta

Renée Lewis Glover joined the Atlanta Housing Author-
ity (AHA) as CEO in September 1994. Since that time, she
has been widely acknowledged for her business leadership
and strategic approach to community redevelopment. At AHA,
Glover pioneered master-planned, mixed-finance, mixed-
income residential development where families of all socio-
economic profiles live next to each other in the same amenity-
rich community.

Glover has been nationally recognized for her role in
transforming US urban policy. By introducing mixed-income
communities into other cities, she has improved not only hous-
ing, but also public schools, transit access, and employment op-
portunities. Her efforts have rebuilt entire communities from
the ground up, and in creating a replicable model for redevel-
opment, Glover has helped cities across the country transform
their urban landscapes. In fact, the model Glover created at
AHA is now used as the redevelopment blueprint by the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Glover reorganized AHA to become a diversified real
estate company, with a public policy and service-oriented mis-
sion.AHA is the sixth largest housing authority in the United
States and owns and operates approximately 9,500 multi-family
apartments and administers approximately 14,000 Section 8
vouchers.As a result of implementing private sector-oriented
strategies and outsourcing the management of its properties
to professional firms,AHA was removed from HUD’s troubled
housing list in January 1998, was designated a high perform-
ing agency in February 1999 with a score of 97%, and earned
a perfect score of 100% for its last HUD assessment for the
fiscal year ended June 30, 1999.

P. Russell Hardin
President, Robert W.Woodruff Foundation

9/25,Taking Action—Leadership Around
Current Events in Atlanta

Russ Hardin is President of the Robert W.Woodruff
Foundation, Joseph B.Whitehead Foundation, Lettie Pate
Evans Foundation, and Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation.

The Woodruff Foundation is an independent private founda-
tion established by Robert WW.Woodruff, longtime chairman of
The Coca-Cola Company.The Joseph B.Whitehead Founda-
tion, Lettie Pate Evans Foundation, and Lettie Pate Whitehead
Foundation were established by members of the Joseph B.
Whitehead family, one of the two original Coca-Cola bottlers.
Although each is governed by a separate charter and self-per-
petuating board of trustees, the Foundations share an office
and administrative staff.

The Woodruff and Whitehead Foundations support a wide
range of charitable activity, principally in Georgia. |dentified
program interests include education, health, human welfare,
the environment, community and economic development,
philanthropy and volunteerism, and the arts. Hardin joined the
Foundations’ staff as Secretary in 1988. He became Treasurer
in 1989,Vice President in 1994, and President in 2006. Prior to
joining the Foundations’ staff, Hardin practiced law with the
Atlanta firm of King & Spalding and was associated with The
Robinson-Humphrey Company.

Virginia Hepner
President, GHL, LLC

9/25, Dine-Around Guest: Arts, Culture,
and Economic Development

Virginia Hepner is President of GHL, LLC, a private
partnership focused on commercial real estate investments,
and is a consultant with Venadar, LLC, and a firm that provides
external growth strategies to Fortune 500 companies. She was
the interim Executive Director of Brand Atlanta, Inc. from May
2006 to May 2007, having served on the leadership team of this
economic development initiative for the City of Atlanta since
April 2005. She retired from Wachovia Bank in February 2005
after a 25-year career with the firm. Hepner joined Wachovia
in Winston-Salem, N.C. in 1979, and held numerous posi-
tions in corporate banking and capital markets over the years,



including Atlanta Commercial Banking Director, Manager of the
Foreign Exchange and Derivatives Group, and Executive Vice
President and Senior Managing Director of US Corporate Fi-
nance. Upon completion of the 2001 merger with First Union
Corporation, Hepner became Co-Head of US Industries in the
Corporate and Investment Banking Division.

Virginia is a director of Chexar Corporation, serving on
the governance and compensation committees. Her current
volunteer activities include serving as the board Chair of the
Metropolitan Atlanta Arts and Culture Coalition, an Atlanta Ad-
visory Board member of the Savannah College of Art and De-
sign, and a Trustee of Theater of the Stars.Virginia is Co-Chair
of the Host Committee of the national 2008 Conference of
Grantmakers in the Arts. She had been active with the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania for many years and currently serves on the
advisory boards of The Wharton School Undergraduate Execu-
tive Committee and the Penn Institute for Urban Research.

Hyun-Zu “Yonni” Kim

Director of Regional Development,
Korean-Southeast United States Chamber
of Commerce

Of Counsel,Arnall Golden Gregory LLP

9/25, International Gateway, Immigrant
Attraction, and Global Connections

Yonni Kim is a member of the Corporate Practice Group
at Arnall Golden Gregory that advises clients on matters
relating to international business transactions and economic
development, with a particular focus on Korean and German
businesses and Southeastern businesses doing business in
those countries. Kim is a native of Seoul, Korea. She passed the
first and second Staatsexamen in Germany and is qualified as
a Rechtsassessorin, or German Lawyer. Kim spent five years in
a variety of positions in Frankfurt, Seoul, and New York City as
part of a post-graduate practical law training rotation program
supervised by the State Court of Hessia at Frankfurt, including
a period of practice with the Seoul law firm Kim & Chang.

Kim serves as Director of Regional Development for
the Korean-Southeast United States Chamber of Commerce,
and was named by that organization as 2007 “Member of the
Year.” She also serves on the Board of Trustees of the Georgia
Council for International Visitors, a nonprofit, community-
based organization whose mission is to build cross-cultural
understanding and mutually beneficial personal and profes-
sional relationships between Georgians and leading citizens
from around the world.
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James Kimbrough IlI
Director of Operations at
I.K. Hofmann USA, Inc

9/25 International Gateway, Immigrant
Attraction and Global Connections.

James Kimbrough Ill, Director of Operations at I.K. Hof-
mann USA, Inc., has over |5 years of experience in personnel
staffing, consulting and management. His experience spans ar-
eas of operations management and human resources, including
talent management, compensation, performance management,
and recruiting.

Brian M. Leary
Vice President, Design & Retail,
Atlantic Station

9/26, Sustainability & Innovative
Community Design for Metro Atlanta’s
Future

Since joining Atlantic Station in 1997, Brian Leary has
developed the master plan into a national model for smart
growth and new urbanism. Leary successfully negotiated with
the US Environmental Protection Agency for Atlantic Station
and the new |7th Street multi-modal bridge to become the first
Project XL and transportation control measure of its kind in the
United States. Prior to joining the Atlantic Steel redevelopment
team, Leary worked for Central Atlanta Progress (CAP).With
CAP and COPA, Inc., the nonprofit development arm for the
Centennial Olympic Park area, Leary helped with the continued
implementation of the Westside Tax Allocation District, Centen-
nial Park area special public interest (SPI) overlay zoning district,
and expansion of the Downtown Improvement District.

Leary has spoken to groups across the United States out-
lining not only the consequences of sprawl and its inefficient
use of resources, but also growth through sustainable develop-
ment practices. He has presented to the Congress for New
Urbanism, National Partners for Smart Growth, Real Estate
Roundtable, Urban Land Institute, and the President’s National
Town Meeting on Sustainability.
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Craig Lesser
Managing Director, McKenna Long &
Aldridge

9/25, International Gateway, Immigrant
Attraction, and Global Connections

Craig Lesser is a2 Managing Director and the head of the
international public affairs initiative within the firm’s govern-
ment affairs practice. His primary focus is on expanding the
firm’s presence abroad and interfacing with international
businesses operating in the United States, with an emphasis
on economic development strategies. Prior to joining McK-
enna Long & Aldridge, Lesser was appointed to Commissioner
of the Georgia Department of Economic Development by
Governor Sonny Perdue in 2004. In this role, he led efforts to
recruit new business to Georgia from around the nation and
internationally. Lesser’s responsibilities while in office included
oversight of the state’s small business and entrepreneur
programs, efforts to grow existing business, as well as market-
ing Georgia as an ideal destination for filmmakers, the music
industry, multi-media companies, and tourists.While serving
as Commissioner, there were almost 500 new investment
and expansion announcements, totaling $8 billion and creat-
ing thousands of new jobs. He led the state’s efforts to attract
new Consulates in Georgia and led dozens of international
missions on Georgia’s behalf. Lesser also oversaw the expan-
sion of Georgia’s international presence with the opening of
state offices in Chile, Brazil, China, and France.

Milton James Little, Jr.
President,
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta

9/24,The Atlanta Way

Milton James Little, Jr. is president of United Way of
Metropolitan Atlanta, an organization that unites, focuses, and
mobilizes the strength of metro Atlanta’s finest companies,
nonprofit groups, faith-based organizations, government agen-
cies, and caring individuals. He assumed the role in July 2007
after having been the president and chief executive officer at
United Way of Massachusetts Bay and Merrimack Valley.

A prominent national and community leader, Little’s
20-years experience in the public and private sectors includes
creating workforce and education programs, building national
partnerships to fund housing, and developing corporate philan-
thropy and community involvement strategies. Prior to joining
the United Way system in June 2004, he served as Execu-
tive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer and Interim
President and CEO of the National Urban League in New York.

In this position, he launched innovative partnerships with the
US Department of Labor, US Department of Commerce, US
Department of Housing and Urban Development, and corpo-
rations like Verizon, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac, AT & T, Enterprise
Rent a Car, and Prudential.

TerriY. Montague
President & CEQO, Atlanta Beltline, Inc.

9/26, Sustainability & Innovative
Community Design for Metro Atlanta’s
Future

TerriY. Montague is the President and Chief Executive
Officer for Atlanta BeltLine, Inc.As President and CEO she is
responsible for ensuring the overall execution and implemen-
tation of Atlanta’s visionary BeltLine project. Over the next
25 years, The BeltLine will enrich Atlanta’s quality of life with
parks, trails, transit, and economic development and potentially
set a national standard for transformative investment, sustain-
able growth, and equitable development.

Previously Montague served as President and Chief Oper-
ating Officer Enterprise Community Partners where she was
responsible for strategic planning and day-to-day operations
of this national community development organization with
a $60 million annual operating budget and 240 employees in
17 program offices. Enterprise works with public and private
partners to deploy investment capital, development expertise,
and innovative program models to create affordable housing
opportunity and transform low-income communities and the
delivery systems that serve them.

Montague joined Enterprise from Lend Lease Real Estate
Investments, formerly Boston Financial, a global real estate
investment manager and a leading real estate advisor to insti-
tutional investors. During her nine-year affiliation with the firm,
Montague directed Investment Services and fulfilled key roles
in Asset Management and Portfolio Management. She managed
the strategic repositioning initiative for Lend Lease’s Housing
and Community Investment business.

Emory L. Morsberger
CEO, Morsberger Group

9/25, Dine-Around Guest: Economic
Development & Community Revitalization

Emory Morsberger is the founder and CEO of the Mors-
berger Group, a re-development firm dedicated to offering the
existing community a model for new urbanism and sustainability.



In this role, Morsberger is responsible for creating and directing
the vision and execution of every Morsberger Group redevelop-
ment project. Since its inception in 1992, the ultimate goal of
every project has been to improve the quality of life for the resi-
dents of the communities in which the group is working. In 2008,
Morsberger was selected as the sixth recipient of the Georgia
Cities Foundation’s Renaissance Award for his rapid redevelop-
ment of historic buildings in the metro Atlanta area.

Morsberger is chairman of the Georgia Brain Train Group,
a nonprofit, grassroots organization dedicated to educating
the public on the benefits of commuter rail service between
Atlanta and Athens, Georgia. He was recently honored by the
Sierra Club for his dedication to commuter rail and sustainable
development in the Metro Region. He is currently active on
the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce Board, the Council for
Quality Growth Board, and the Livable Communities Coali-
tion Board. He also helped establish the Gwinnett Revitaliza-
tion Task Force, the Southwest Gwinnett Village Community
Improvement Association, and was Co-Founder and Chairman
for the Highway 78 Community Improvement District.

William H. Needle
Co-Chair,The Needle & Rosenberg
Intellectual Property Practice of
Ballard Spahr LLC

9/25, Leveraging Higher Education for
Economic Prosperity

William H. Needle is co-partner-in-charge of the Needle
& Rosenberg Intellectual Property Practice of Ballard Spahr
and was the founding partner of the Needle & Rosenberg firm,
which specialized in intellectual property law. He is a member
of the Trademark and Copyright and Intellectual Property Liti-
gation Practice Groups and a member of Mechanical Practice
Team in the Patent Group. He has practiced patent, trademark,
copyright and trade secret law exclusively over his entire 37-
year career.

Needle is an adjunct professor of licensing law at Emory
University School of Law and adjunct professor of patent law
at Georgia State University College of Law. He serves as a
mediator or arbitrator in complex disputes involving intellec-
tual property issues and has been an expert witness in patent,
trademark, and copyright infringement actions. On several
occasions, Needle has been appointed to serve as a Special
Master by US District Court judges in patent infringement
cases wherein his recommendations on validity, infringement,
and damages in two actions were affirmed by the Federal
Circuit Court of Appeals.
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Stephan D. Nygren
Managing Partner of Serenbe

9/26, Sustainability & Innovative
Community Design for Metro Atlanta’s
Future

After moving his family to a 900-acre farm in South Fulton
County, Stephan Nygren opened Serenbe Bed and Breakfast in
1996.As development pressure in the area became apparent,
he became concerned about the value of his real estate hold-
ings and the quality of life his family enjoyed in a rural setting
on the edge of Atlanta. That concern motivated him to lead a
group of neighboring landowners to investigate options for de-
velopment.The group now known as the Chattahoochee Hill
Country Alliance, working with local governments, preserva-
tion groups, and developers, passed the largest land use change
in recent history on 40,000 acres in Fulton County with cor-
responding overlay regulations in 2002.Today he is the Manag-
ing Partner of Serenbe, the corporation developing the first
hamlet in this overlay district. The development now includes
an |18 room inn, three restaurants with culinary celebrities
as chefs, and independent shopkeepers with art galleries and
shops.An organic farm, stables, farm animals, and miles of trails
have helped develop the area for eco-tourism and agri-tourism
on the southeast edge of metropolitan Atlanta.

Carl V. Patton
President, Georgia State University

9/25, Leveraging Higher Education for
Economic Prosperity

Carl V. Patton became president of Georgia State Univer-
sity on July I, 1992.With more than 40,000 students seeking
degrees, Georgia State is one of the nation’s largest urban
research universities.

With his expertise as an academic leader and urban plan-
ner, Patton has helped Georgia State become a vital part of the
downtown Atlanta community. He launched a university-wide
planning effort that produced the Main Street Master Plan.
This innovative strategy continues to increase the university’s
footprint in the downtown community and shape the univer-
sity’s future growth. He led the way for much of the down-
town revitalization others are involved in now and serves as a
board member and member of many organizations dedicated
to strengthening the downtown community. Patton’s focus
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on recruitment of world-class faculty, strengthened academic
programs and improved campus infrastructure continues to in-
crease recognition for Georgia State through national rankings,
peer journals,and media reports.

Egbert L. ). Perry
Chairman & CEQ, The Integral Group LLC

9/25, Mixed-Income and Multi-Use
Redevelopment in Atlanta

Egbert L.]. Perry is Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
of The Integral Group LLC. Perry is an honors graduate of the
University of Pennsylvania where he received both Bachelor
and Master of Science degrees in Civil Engineering from the
University’s Towne School, and a Master of Business Adminis-
tration degree with majors in Finance and Accounting from its
Wharton School. In 1990, he was elected as the eleventh grad-
uate in 250 years to be named to the “Gallery of Distinguished
Engineering Alumni” of the University’s Engineering School.

Upon completing his education at the University of
Pennsylvania, Perry assumed a position in Washington, D. C.
with a large national contractor. In 1980, he moved to Atlanta
to assume a top executive position with an Atlanta-based real
estate and construction firm, where he was largely responsible
for the company’s growth and its recognition in 1992 as the
third largest minority owned business in the United States,
with annual revenues of approximately $200 million.

In January 1993, Perry founded The Integral Group LLC.
Integral is an urban real estate development and investment
management firm, with affiliates that provide construction
management and property management services. Under his
leadership, Integral has developed a reputation as an innovator
in the field of urban infill mixed-use and mixed-income devel-
opments. In addition to Atlanta, the company has developed
projects and made real estate investments in over twelve other
metropolitan markets across the country.

Alicia Philipp
President, Community Foundation for

Greater Atlanta, Inc.

9/25, Taking Action—Leadership Around
Current Events in Atlanta

Alicia Philipp is president of The Community Foundation
for Greater Atlanta, Inc., one of the largest and fastest growing
philanthropic service organizations in the country. Under her
leadership, the foundation has grown $7 million in assets in
1977 to almost $800 million today and facilitates more planned
gifts than any other locally-based nonprofit organization in the
Southeast.

The Community Foundation connects donors, nonprofits,
and community partners to make philanthropy happen.The
Foundation works directly with donors and their families to
discover their philanthropic passion, supports nonprofits in the
23-county service area through grants and guidance, collabo-
rates with community leaders and other partners to create
innovative solutions to tough issues, and builds an endowment
that will benefit the region for generations to come.

Philipp has served as a board member of the Council on
Foundations, the Southeastern Council of Foundations, and cur-
rently serves as a board member of Central Atlanta Progress.

Robert E. Reed
Sustainable Communities Design Director,

Southface

9/26, Sustainability & Innovative
Community Design for Metro Atlanta’s
Future

Robert E. Reed joined Southface in 2008 as Sustainable
Communities Design Director to support and promote the
EarthCraft Communities program for which he was a key
stakeholder in the development of the program criteria. The
EarthCraft Communities Program has |13 participating commu-
nities and a planned 6,000 housing units and has just launched
its program in the State of Virginia. Additionally, Robert is lead
facilitator for Southface in its participation in Atlanta’s Green
Building Task Force, which is developing a building code to
meet Mayor Franklin’s commitment to Zero Carbon emissions
from new buildings by 2030.

Since graduating from Georgia Tech in 1989 with a Bach-
elor of Science from the College of Architecture, Robert has
been at the forefront of community planning in the Southeast
region. He co-led, with Shannon Kettering of Ecos, the com-
munity interaction and architectural guidelines process for the
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Chattahoochee Hill Country Land Use Plan.This plan utilizes
Transfer of Development Rights to create sustainable villages
and protect 30,000 acres of rural land thirty minutes from
the Atlanta airport.The Atlanta Regional Commission and the
American Society of Landscape Architects recognized the plan
as a Development of Excellence for its pubic participatory
process and visionary planning.

A.). Robinson
President, Central Atlanta Progress &
Atlanta Downtown Improvement District

9/24,The Atlanta Way

A.J. Robinson is President of Central Atlanta Progress
(CAP) and the Atlanta Downtown Improvement District
(ADID). CAP a private business association started in 1941,
remains one of the most effective advocacy organizations in
the city. CAP has created and spun off a number of organiza-
tions such as Trees Atlanta, Research Atlanta, COPA, Inc., and
the Midtown Alliance. In 1995, CAP created the ADID and the
Ambassador Force of downtown to address public safety and
cleaning concerns. In his role, Robinson manages the overall
strategic functions of the organizations which are designed to
make the Downtown Atlanta community more livable, vital, and
diverse. Key initiatives focus on economic development, plan-
ning, public safety, sidewalk environment, transportation, events,
and overall marketing of Downtown Atlanta. CAP is funded
through membership dues and grants from many of Atlanta’s
major corporations, as well as organizations and foundations
committed to the development of downtown.

The former president of Portman Holdings, Robinson
was responsible for all activities of this multi-dimensional real
estate company with offices in Atlanta, Charlotte, Shanghai, and
Warsaw. During his 22-year career with Portman, he man-
aged all aspects of real estate development process, including
identification of new opportunities, securing financing, design,
construction, marketing, acquisition, property management, and
asset management.

Arnaldo Ruiz

Assistant General Manager for
Commerical Development, Hartsfield-
Jackson Atlanta International Airport

9/25, Planes, Trains & Automobiles:
Getting Around in Metro Atlanta

Arnaldo Ruiz joined Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport in 2007 as assistant general manager for
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commercial development. Ruiz has extensive experience in
contract negotiations, project management, new product devel-
opment/implementation, strategic planning, business planning,
international sales, reservations sales, customer relationship
management, and human resource management. Before joining
Hartsfield-Jackson, Ruiz worked for the American Heart As-
sociation in Marietta, Ga. as the senior vice president of field
services for the southeast region. Ruiz’s work history includes
22 years with Delta Air Lines Inc. as Latin America and Carib-
bean regional manager, multinational and global corporate sales,
and general manager of Alliances for Latin America, Africa, and
the Caribbean

Maria Saporta

Freelance Journalist

9/25, Taking Action—Leadership Around
Current Events in Atlanta

Maria Saporta is a freelance journalist with a deep
knowledge of Atlanta’s past and present, having spent 27 years
with the Atlanta Journal-Constitution (AJC). Starting in January
1991, Saporta wrote a business and urban affairs column for
the AJC.The column provided readers with an inside look at
how Atlanta works by highlighting the leaders who are mak-
ing decisions affecting the city’s future. Starting in May 2008,
Saporta began publishing a blog at ajc.com/businessinsider/. The
business insider blog provided regular daily updates of news
happening in metro Atlanta’s business and civic communities.

Saporta first joined the AJC in July 1981 as a reporter
covering various beats including economic development, in-
ternational business, conventions, tourism, the Georgia Dome,
Underground Atlanta, and the Coca-Cola Co.

Jack R. Smith
Chairman, Fayette County Board of

Commissioners

9/24, Governing in Metro Atlanta

Jack Smith was elected in 2006 to Post 4 on the County
Commission, one of Fayette County’s two “at-large” posts.
Upon taking office in January 2007, he was chosen by his fellow
Board members to serve as the County Commission’s Chair-
man for 2007. He was reappointed in 2008.

Smith has attained extensive public accounting and
management experience over the last three decades and has
been instrumental in engineering, updating, and implementing
various types of tax, technology, and profit improvement plans
for individuals and small businesses. His responsibilities include
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technical responsibility for all facets of income taxes for clients,
as well as electronic systems for both clients and the firm.

In addition to his role as an elected official, Jack is Trea-
surer of the Joseph Sams School, Inc., a Fayette County school
for developmentally disadvantaged children, and Treasurer of
the Fayetteville Rotary Club where he has held numerous posi-
tions, including President. He is Vice Chairman of the Fayette
County Public Facilities Authority and a board member of the
Griffin Technical School Foundation. Jack is a Past President of
the Fayette County Chamber of Commerce.

Kenneth Steele
Mayor, City of Fayetteville, Georgia

9/26, Looking Toward the Future: Planning
for Metro Atlanta’s Changing Demographics

Mayor Kenneth Steele graduated in 1963 with a B.S.
degree in Secondary Education from West Chester State
University in West Chester, Pa. Upon graduation, he entered
US Navy Flight Training where he earned his commission and
Naval Aviator wings. He spent two tours of duty as a P-3 Patrol
Plane Commander; instructor; and check airman. Steele had the
opportunity to operate around the world helping to fulfill the
mission of the Navy. He was awarded various campaign and
service medals of the era and earned the Air Medal for combat
operations in Vietnam in 1966. Steele left active duty in 1970
and enjoyed a rewarding thirty year career as a Delta Air Lines
Captain, flight instructor, and senior check airman. Steele has
been active in the community for over thirty years in volunteer,
appointed, and elective office. He is currently serving his third
term as mayor of Fayetteville.

Douglas ). Tollett

President, Douglas Management Company

9/25, Planes, Trains & Automobiles: Getting
Around in Metro Atlanta

Douglas ). Tollett founded Douglas Management Company,
a privately held real estate management company based in
Houston, Texas and Alpharetta, Georgia, in 1972.While Presi-
dent of Douglas, he has also served as Senior Vice President
of Resurgens Plaza South, Ltd. Some of the projects Tollett has
worked on include Resurgens Plaza, a 400,000 sq. foot office
building located atop of the Lenox Square MARTA station in
Atlanta; Resurgens Park, a mixed use development located
on 52 acres in Alpharetta; and the New Georgia International

Convention Center in College Park, Georgia. Tollett is a gover-
nor appointee and co-chairman of the Transit Planning Board
and co-chairman of the Metro Atlanta Chamber Transit Com-
mittee. He is a past director of the North Atlanta National
Bank and the Alpharetta Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.

Dave Williams
Mayor, City of Suwanee, Georgia

9/25, Dine-Around Guest:An Insider’s
View of Metro Atlanta

Mayor since January 2008, Dave Williams previously
served on City Council from 1998 to 2001. He was then ap-
pointed to the Atlanta Regional Commission where he helped
address regional issues that impact Suwanee and other metro
communities.An ARC member from 2002 to 2007, Williams
served as that organization’s treasurer and on the executive
committee as well as on several other key committees. A
Georgia Tech graduate, Williams is chief executive officer of
SouthTrac, a sports marketing company.

Valarie D.Wilson

Executive Director, Beltline Partnership

9/25, Dine-Around Guest: Education:
Making K-12 Work in Metro Atlanta

Valarie Wilson serves as Executive Director of the Belt-
Line Partnership, a private, nonprofit organization dedicated
to fostering support for Atlanta’s BeltLine, the largest urban
revitalization project in America.As executive director,Wilson
is responsible for a capital campaign to raise $60 million in
private funds to meet critical BeltLine needs, and she oversees
an extensive program of public education and community
outreach initiatives.

Wilson has a 20-year background in public and community
service. Before being selected to lead the BeltLine Partnership
in August 2006, she served as Director of the Fulton County
Human Services Department responsible for an annual budget
of $26 million and programs serving the elderly, children, and
youth. During her tenure as director, she developed initiatives
that secured millions of dollars for service delivery and spear-
headed the creation of three nonprofit agencies that deliver
aging programs throughout Fulton County. Before her role as
department director, she served as director of the Office of
Aging from 1991 to 1996.
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ESSENTIAL INFORMATION

LEADERSHIP EXCHANGE STAFF CONTACTS*
Alison Gold 202 277 6685
Allison Kelsey 215 668 8798
Christopher Scoville 919 451 6491

* For room needs or questions about hotel amenities, please call the W’s Front Desk

W ATLANTA MIDTOWN HOTEL
188 14th St., NE

Atlanta, GA 30361

T:404 892 6000

F: 404 733 6990

MARTA stop: Arts Center (approx. 25 mins. from Arts Center to Airport; $1.75 fare)

Taxi companies: Checker 404 351 |111;Yellow 404 222 9888 or 404 521 0200.Taxi fares vary by zone within
downtown but are metered outside downtown. Flat rate to the airport is $32 from the hotel + gratuity.
Hartsfield-Jackson Airport website: www.atlanta-airport.com

Weather
Sept.Avg. Hi: 82°
Sept.Avg. Lo: 64°
Rain: 3.4 inches

Media

Public radio station:WABE 90.1 FM
News/talk radio station: WSB 750 AM
Daily paper:Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Weekly paper:Atlanta Business Chronicle

ECONOMY LEAGUE
GREATER PHILADELPHIA
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